
Louis Riel



Hero or Traitor?......................................................5

Early Years..............................................................7

Return to Red River..............................................15 

The Red River Resistance (1869–1870).................21

Riel Moves to the U.S............................................27

The Métis Leave Red River...................................33 

The North-West Rebellion of 1885.......................39

The Trial...............................................................43

Riel is Honoured...................................................45

Glossary................................................................46

Talking About the Book........................................47

Contents
Text copyright © 2006 Terry Barber

Photographs copyright © in the names of individual photographers, artists,  
and organizations as noted specifically on page 48. 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any  
form or by any means, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage  
and retrieval system, without the prior written permission of the publisher.

Louis Riel is published by 
Grass Roots Press, a division of Literacy Services of Canada Ltd. 

PHONE 1–888–303–3213 
WEBSITE www.grassrootsbooks.net

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada through the  
Book Publishing Industry Development Program (BPIDP) for our publishing activities. 

We acknowledge the support of  
the Alberta Foundation for the Arts  
for our publishing programs.

Editor: Dr. Pat Campbell 
Image Research: Dr. Pat Campbell 
Book design: Lara Minja, Lime Design Inc.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication 

Barber, Terry, date  
       Louis Riel / Terry Barber. 
 
(Activist series) 
ISBN 978–1–894593–45–8

       1. Readers for new literates.  2. Riel, Louis, 1844–1885.  
I. Title.  II. Series.

FC3217.1.R53B37 2006              428.6’2            C2006–903724–8

Printed in Canada



55

It is November 16, 1885. A man is 

hanged. His name is Louis Riel. He is 

hanged for treason. Riel is hanged in 

Canada. Some people think Riel is a 

hero. Others think he is a traitor. 

Hero or Traitor?
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